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Monkey is a common name that may refer to most
mammals of the infraorder Simiiformes, also known as the
simians. Traditionally, all animals in the group now known
as simians are counted as monkeys except the apes, which
constitutes an incomplete paraphyletic grouping; however,
in the broader sense based on cladistics, apes
(Hominoidea) are also included, making the terms
monkeys and simians synonyms in regards to their
scope.[citation needed][3] In 1812, Geoffroy grouped the
apes and the Cercopithecidae group of monkeys together
and established the name Catarrhini, "Old World
monkeys", ("singes de l'Ancien Monde" in French).[3][4][5]
The extant sister of the Catarrhini in the monkey ("singes")
group is the Platyrrhini (New World monkeys).[3] Some
nine million years before the divergence between the
Cercopithecidae and the apes,[6] the Platyrrhini emerged
within "monkeys" by migration to South America from
Afro-Arabia (the Old World),[ Many monkey species are
tree-dwelling (arboreal), although there are species that
live primarily on the ground, such as baboons. Most
species are mainly active during the day (diurnal).
Monkeys are generally considered to be intelligent,
especially the Old World monkeys. Lemurs, lorises, and
galagos are not monkeys, but strepsirrhine primates
(suborder Strepsirrhini). The simians' sister group, the
tarsiers, are also haplorhine primates; however, they are
also not monkeys. Apes emerged within monkeys as sister
of the Cercopithecidae in the Catarrhini, so cladistically
they are monkeys as well. However, there has been
resistance to directly designate apes (and thus humans) as



monkeys, so "Old World monkey" may be taken to mean
either the Cercopithecoidea (not including apes) or the
Catarrhini (including
apes).[17][18][19][20][21][22][23][24][25] That apes are
monkeys was already realized by Georges-Louis Leclerc,
Comte de Buffon in the 18th century.[26] Linnaeus placed
this group in 1758 together with the tarsiers, in a single
genus "Simia" (sans Homo), an ensemble now recognised
as the Haplorhini.[27] According to the Online Etymology
Dictionary, the word "monkey" may originate in a German
version of the Reynard the Fox fable, published circa 1580.
In this version of the fable, a character named Moneke is
the son of Martin the Ape.[29] In English, no clear
distinction was originally made between "ape" and
"monkey"; thus the 1911 Encyclopædia Britannica entry
for "ape" notes that it is either a synonym for "monkey" or
is used to mean a tailless humanlike primate.[30]
Colloquially, the terms "monkey" and "ape" are widely
used interchangeably.[31] Also, a few monkey species have
the word "ape" in their common name, such as the Barbary
ape. Later in the first half of the 20th century, the idea
developed that there were trends in primate evolution and
that the living members of the order could be arranged in
a series, leading through "monkeys" and "apes" to
humans.[32] Monkeys thus constituted a "grade" on the
path to humans and were distinguished from "apes".
Scientific classifications are now more often based on
monophyletic groups, that is groups consisting of all the
descendants of a common ancestor. The New World
monkeys and the Old World monkeys are each



monophyletic groups, but their combination was not, since
it excluded hominoids (apes and humans). Thus, the term
"monkey" no longer referred to a recognized scientific
taxon. The smallest accepted taxon which contains all the
monkeys is the infraorder Simiiformes, or simians.
However this also contains the hominoids, so that monkeys
are, in terms of currently recognized taxa, non-hominoid
simians. Colloquially and pop-culturally, the term is
ambiguous and sometimes monkey includes non-human
hominoids.[33] In addition, frequent arguments are made
for a monophyletic usage of the word "monkey" from the
perspective that usage should reflect
cladistics.[21][34][35][36][37] As apes have emerged in
the monkey group as sister of the old world monkeys,
characteristics that describe monkeys are generally shared
by apes as well. Williams et al. outlined evolutionary
features, including in stem groupings, contrasted against
the other primates such as the tarsiers and the
lemuriformes.[42] Below is a cladogram with some extinct
monkey families.[46][47][48] Generally, extinct non-
hominoid simians, including early catarrhines are
discussed as monkeys as well as simians or
anthropoids,[39][9][40] which cladistically means that
Hominoidea are monkeys as well, restoring monkeys as a
single grouping. It is indicated approximately how many
million years ago (Mya) the clades diverged into newer
clades.[49][50][51][52] It is thought the New World
monkeys started as a drifted "Old World monkey" group
from the Old World (probably Africa) to the New World
(South America).[9] The many species of monkey have



varied relationships with humans. Some are kept as pets,
others used as model organisms in laboratories or in space
missions. They may be killed in monkey drives (when they
threaten agriculture) or used as service animals for the
disabled. In some areas, some species of monkey are
considered agricultural pests, and can cause extensive
damage to commercial and subsistence crops.[53][54] This
can have important implications for the conservation of
endangered species, which may be subject to persecution.
In some instances farmers' perceptions of the damage may
exceed the actual damage.[55] Monkeys that have become
habituated to human presence in tourist locations may also
be considered pests, attacking tourists.[56] Some
organizations train capuchin monkeys as service animals
to assist quadriplegics and other people with severe spinal
cord injuries or mobility impairments. After being
socialized in a human home as infants, the monkeys
undergo extensive training before being placed with
disabled people. Around the house, the monkeys assist
with daily tasks such as feeding, fetching, manipulating
objects, and personal care.[57] The most common monkey
species found in animal research are the grivet, the rhesus
macaque, and the crab-eating macaque, which are either
wild-caught or purpose-bred.[61][62] They are used
primarily because of their relative ease of handling, their
fast reproductive cycle (compared to apes) and their
psychological and physical similarity to humans.
Worldwide, it is thought that between 100,000 and
200,000 non-human primates are used in research each
year,[62] 64.7% of which are Old World monkeys,and 5.5%



New World monkeys.[63] This number makes a very small
fraction of all animals used in research.[62] Between 1994
and 2004 the United States has used an average of 54,000
non-human primates, while around 10,000 non-human
primates were used in the European Union in 2002.[63] A
number of countries have used monkeys as part of their
space exploration programmes, including the United
States and France. The first monkey in space was Albert II,
who flew in the US-launched V-2 rocket on June 14,
1949.[64] Monkey brains are eaten as a delicacy in parts of
South Asia, Africa and China.[65] Monkeys are sometimes
eaten in parts of Africa, where they can be sold as
"bushmeat". In traditional Islamic dietary laws, the eating
of monkeys is forbidden.[66] Informally, "monkey" may
refer to apes, particularly chimpanzees, gibbons, and
gorillas. Author Terry Pratchett alludes to this difference
in usage in his Discworld novels, in which the Librarian of
the Unseen University is an orangutan who gets very
violent if referred to as a monkey. Another example is the
use of Simians in Chinese poetry. In Buddhism, the
monkey is an early incarnation of Buddha but may also
represent trickery and ugliness. The Chinese Buddhist
"mind monkey" metaphor refers to the unsettled, restless
state of human mind. Monkey is also one of the Three
Senseless Creatures, symbolizing greed, with the tiger
representing anger and the deer lovesickness. The Monkey
(猴) is the ninth in the twelve-year cycle of animals which
appear in the Chinese zodiac related to the Chinese
calendar. The next time that the monkey will appear as the
zodiac sign will be in the year 2028.[72] Drop into your



own personal jungle at Monkey Business, where great
drinks bring great times. Custom cocktails, breakfast
dishes, and light fare are framed by lush living walls, cozy
booths, and a tropical atmosphere. Actual monkey bars
perch above the bar, inviting you to hang back and relax
while our expert bartenders stir, shake, and mix your
perfect beverage. Monkey Do is a locally owned and
operated indoor playground. We are mothers and fathers
inspired to provide a better indoor play place for local kids
to have fun and make memories. We invite you to join us
on our monkey-themed adventures! Necessary cookies are
absolutely essential for the website to function properly.
This category only includes cookies that ensures basic
functionalities and security features of the website. These
cookies do not store any personal information.
CookieTypeDurationDescription_codemonkey_session_rails
_411 year_gapersistent2 yearsThis cookie is installed by
Google Analytics. The cookie is used to calculate visitor,
session, campaign data and keep track of site usage for the
site's analytics report. The cookies store information
anonymously and assign a randomly generated number to
identify unique visitors.cookielawinfo-checkbox-
advertisementpersistent11 monthsThe cookie is set by
GDPR cookie consent to record the user consent for the
cookies in the category "Advertisement".cookielawinfo-
checkbox-analyticspersistent11 monthsThis cookies is set
by GDPR Cookie Consent WordPress Plugin. The cookie is
used to remember the user consent for the cookies under
the category "Analytics".cookielawinfo-checkbox-
functionalpersistent11 monthscookielawinfo-checkbox-



necessarypersistent11 monthsThis cookie is set by GDPR
Cookie Consent plugin. The cookies is used to store the
user consent for the cookies in the category
"Necessary".cookielawinfo-checkbox-non-necessary011
monthsThis cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin.
The cookies is used to store the user consent for the
cookies in the category "Non Necessary".cookielawinfo-
checkbox-otherpersistent11 monthscookielawinfo-
checkbox-performancepersistent11 monthsThis cookie is
used to keep track of which cookies the user have
approved for this site.JSESSIONID11 yearUsed by sites
written in JSP. General purpose platform session cookies
that are used to maintain users' state across page
requests.viewed_cookie_policypersistent1 hourThe cookie
is set by the GDPR Cookie Consent plugin and is used to
store whether or not user has consented to the use of
cookies. It does not store any personal data.XSRF-
TOKENpersistent1 yearThe cookie is set by Wix website
building platform on Wix website. The cookie is used for
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