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Yeah, I would have thought T-Mobile being the uncarrier
would be very customer friendly when adding a new line
(after all this is more dollars on a monthly basis forever).
I added a line and brought the new phone to a T-Mobile
store and sure enough charged me $25. I argued that I
was a 10 year customer but they wouldn't budge. Oh
well, I learned that you can purchase a T-Mobile SIM
card on Ebay for $5 and then not even have to go to a
store, set it up via a phone call. Come on T-Mobile,
maybe do something like give a certain "allowance" for
loyal customers for things like SIM cards, etc. I found
that my COSTCO membership had hidden benefits. They
set me up with two SIM cards for NO CHARGE and
there was a signup bonus going on at the time which
gave me two $50 cash cards. So, all together I saved
$150. Yeah COSTCO. T-Mobile has been helpful at every
turn but this was an unexpected bonus. Just to let you
know, the $25 dollar fee applies to any new SIM cards
you order, or for any new phones you order as well. It
applies to any order that requires a new SIM card. I
think of it as a activation fee that AT&T used to charge
me before I switched over to T-Mobile. I paid $20 for
each device I purchased from T-Mobile. I was able to get
$5 off each phone because I activated in-store, and the
rep there offered a discount. Check here. As for the
down payment, that actually depends on what phone you
purchase, and whether you have placed the device under
a installment plan. For some phones that are in the
higher prices, such as the Galaxy S9+, there is a $120



down payment you'd pay at order/purchase (if you have
a good credit score), then the monthly installment
agreed upon your finance agreement. That is clearly
marked on the website, so I don't see how you can blame
T-Mobile for the down payment part. I'm sorry if you
misunderstood T-Mobile pricing on mobile devices.
EDIT: I just check AT&T's website and went through the
order process. It turns out, AT&T actually charges $30
as a one time "Activation Fee" instead of a SIM card kit
like T-Mobile. Yikes! I'd say you're getting the better
end of that deal. Very much recommended are
international sim cards that cover the USA, more about
that later. But the cheapest way to stay connected when
traveling to the States is an e-sim card for the USA,
more about those below. As a full time world traveler
trying to visit every country in the world and visited
more than 150 countries as of April 2023 let me tell you
that buying a local prepaid sim card in the country you
are visiting is the cheapest way to have data on your
phone. The network coverage will be the best, the data
speed maximum and locals calls are included and often
unlimited. In total I wrote more than 200 local prepaid
sim card guides for places and countries like: Canada,
Mexico, Italy, Germany, Israel, Hong Kong, Malaysia,
Turkey, Thailand, Vietnam, Panama, South Africa,
Europe, Saudi Arabia, Dominican Republic, Brazil,
Colombia and so on. Prepaid USA sim card prices are
NOT competitive, for cheaper USA sim card deals check
out international prepaid sim cards with data to stay



connected when traveling in the USA or e-sims card for
the USA. WiFi is everywhere these days, but when
traveling in the USA, I am sure you want to be
connected on the road and not only in your hotel room.
Think about ordering a taxi through an app, finding
nearby recommended restaurants, using Google Maps
for directions and simply staying in touch or for
checking social media apps and emails, being connected
to your bank apps, etc. Buying a sim card for the USA is
easy, it takes just a couple minutes and you are
connected straight away, it is like plug and play. You put
the sim card in your phone and it instantly works.
However, you have to make sure your phone is unlocked
if you want to use a prepaid sim card or an e-sim card
abroad. Traveltomtom recommends a T-Mobile sim card
for the USA. It has a very extensive 5G network and for
$50 you get unlimited data for 30 days, it is cheaper
than AT&T. However, the best USA sim card deals can
be found online, see below. There are international sim
cards with global network coverage in 2023 that we
recommend. In the link you will find a review and
comparison of the best international sim cards for
traveling in 2023. You you can order online before your
trip to the US and get them shipped to your home
address. Make sure your phone is unlocked, before
buying a sim card for the USA. Foreign sim cards
only work in unlocked phones. If you are not sure
about this ask your provider in your home country



before your trip, this also counts for e-sim cards.
The most convenient and easiest way to stay connected
when traveling to the USA is getting an e-sim card that
works in the USA. You can easily order them online
within less than a minute. You will then receive a code
on your current mobile phone, you enter it and your e-
sim card is activated. Check out these amazing e-sim
card deals for the USA: As you can see the last option is
the best e-sim card deal for the USA for those using a lot
of data. As for now there are still no e-sim cards for the
USA available that also support calling and texting. I am
sure this will soon change and I will of course updated
everything immediately because the demand for an e-
sim card for the USA including calls and texting is high!
Unlike any other country around the world it is NOT
easy to find sim card shops or resellers at international
arrivals in most of the airports in the USA. I still can't
get my head around this! Like for real America? At
Houston Airport the guy from the information desk was
like, uh what... a prepaid sim card? That said, I am
determined to continue writing sim card guides for USA
airports and already started with the Big Apple. Flying
to New York? Check out my guides for buying a sim card
at New York JFK Airport or buying a sim card at Newark
Airport in New Jersey. Many more coming in 2023. The
newest addition is my guide for buying a sim card at
Miami Airport. I have written uncountable sim card
guides for international airports: Paris, London, Rome,
Amsterdam, Barcelona, Madrid, Dublin, Johannesburg,



Dubai, Riyadh, Tel Aviv, Istanbul, Cairo, Panama City,
Bangkok, Bali, etc. At every international airport
worldwide you will find sim card shops next to car rental
companies and money exchangers, unfortunately not in
the USA! In the last years I landed in Los Angeles,
Houston, Dallas/Forth Worth, New York JFK, Newark,
Miami and it was a disaster. The best place to buy a sim
card for the USA is at an official retail store. The staff in
here will give you the best advice on your needs and
everything will be set up quickly and within just a couple
minutes. You will walk out of the store with a working
data connection on your phone. Best way to find the
nearest phone shop is to go to Google Maps and type in
for example: t-mobile. Google Maps suggest: 'T-Mobile
(see locations)'. Click on it and find the nearest store.
The bigger shopping malls in big cities mostly all have
mobile phone provider stores. In the bigger cities like
New York, Chicago, San Fransisco you can sometimes
find sim card kiosks at the bigger train stations, like the
above photo from Penn Station in New York. These sim
card shops are resellers of MVNO sim cards. MVNO
stands for Mobile Virtual Network Operator, a well
known example is Lycamobile. A Lycamobile sim card
operates on the T-Mobile network in the USA and they
sell the above data plans and packages including
unlimited calls/text. They are not cheap either and 7 GB
data will already cost you $29 USD + tax. As mentioned
before an e-sim card is the cheapest but also the easiest
way to get data on your phone when traveling to the



USA, but you can also order physical prepaid sim cards
online that work in the USA. Check out my article about
the best international sim cards for travelers in 2023, it
has some really good alternatives and you can order
directly online. Online you will find many options for sim
cards to use in America. These prepaid sim cards will be
send to your home address and are automatically
activated from its first use. Click here for more than 10
prepaid sim cards with data for traveling in the USA. It
is a little more expensive, but very convenient and easy.
Although I knew about this I just wanted to make sure
and visited this Verizon shop in Atlanta, Georgia to get
the latest information. VERIZON does NOT offer prepaid
USA sim cards for tourists. There is a way around
though, a little complicated, but possible. Click here to
buy the Verizon sim card for the USA offer on Amazon.
This is just a prepaid sim card, no data, calls, text
included! The registration process for prepaid sim cards
in the USA is very standard. When buying a sim card you
will need to bring your passport. In the store a copy of
your passport or a photo will be taken and will be
attached to your registration. Your new US sim card and
number will be registered on your name and passport
number. They offer 3 different sim card packages, see
the above photo. All of the prepaid sim card deals come
with UNLIMITED CALLING & TEXTING in the USA, the
use of max data speed at 5G network and are valid for 1
month. The data is only for use in the USA, you pay $5
extra for max 5 GB data to use in Canada and/or



Mexico. But when you travel to Mexico as well I
recommend buying a sim card for Mexico instead. The
activation fee for an AT&T USA prepaid sim is $15, but
also waived when in most cases when buying one of the
above prepaid sim card plans. AT&T offers 2 prepaid
USA sim card plans for tourists, don't get fooled by the
sim card deals above. The middle column is a prepaid
offer for 12 months! The $65 deal is only $50 if you
renew automatically every month, so for tourists not
applicable. Also it says unlimited calling, text and data in
Mexico and Canada, but on 2G speed. That means an E
signal on which you can barely check your email or use
WhatsApp. Totally useless! When traveling to Canada on
the same trip is better to buy an international sim card
for North America.
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