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It became increasingly common for Adult Swim to act as
a home for reruns of animated series that had been
canceled prematurely, such as Home Movies, Baby
Blues, Mission Hill, The Oblongs, The Ripping Friends,
Futurama, Family Guy, and God, the Devil and Bob, as
well as burn off remaining episodes of said shows that
never aired on their original networks, as a result of
their premature cancellation. The block obtained
Futurama's exclusive pay-TV syndication rights in
September 2002 for a reported $10 million,[62] and the
series first aired on the network on January 12,
2003.[63][64] Family Guy made its debut on April 20 of
that year with the episode "Brian in Love", and
immediately became the block's top-rated program,
dominating late night viewing in its time period vs. pay-
television and free-to-air competition and boosting
viewership of both the block, and Cartoon Network
itself, by 239 percent.[65][66] (Seth MacFarlane had
previously created Larry and Steve, a cartoon
predecessor to Family Guy, that was aired on Cartoon
Network's What a Cartoon! Show in 1997. MacFarlane
had also worked on several Cartoon Network shows,
such as Johnny Bravo and Dexter's Laboratory). Family
Guy left Adult Swim on September 18, 2021, after an 18-
year long run. The block noted the occasion with a
special bumper featuring various Adult Swim characters
waving goodbye to the Griffin family. The network then
reacquired the rights to King of the Hill and Futurama
on November 22, 2021, and December 27, 2021,



respectively.[124][125] From October 18, 2021, onward,
Adult Swim began airing certain programs in a
compressed format, speeding up programs to
accommodate additional time slots for advertising sales
and airing credits in a split-screen format, similar to
sister network TBS. The Australian and New Zealand
version of Adult Swim was broadcast on Cartoon
Network until December 31, 2007. Shows aired at that
time were Aqua Teen Hunger Force, Sealab 2021, Space
Ghost Coast to Coast, Harvey Birdman: Attorney at Law
(which also aired on SBS), Tom Goes to the Mayor,
Home Movies, The Venture Bros., and before its closure,
Squidbillies. The comedy block aired every Friday and
Saturday and an action block aired during the week,
including mature anime like Cowboy Bebop, InuYasha,
Bleach, Air Gear, Black Cat, and Ghost in the Shell.
THIS WEEKEND Forthe second straight weekend, a
star-driven action drama aimed at adultaudiences
opened at number one with about $14M in ticket sales
from roughly2,700 theaters. This time it was Jodie
Foster's TheBrave One which topped the charts
bumping former champ 3:10to Yuma to the runnerup
spot. Billy Bob Thornton's new comedyMr. Woodcock
opened respectably inthird while the fantasy actioner
Dragon Warsbowed to weak results in fourth place.
Two elements that may have dampened the grosses for
Bravewere lukewarm reviews and a better-than-
expected hold from 3:10to Yuma which is also playing



to a mature adult crowd. Fosterwas aggressively
promoting the Neil Jordan-directed film on every TV
andprint outlet over the past two weeks but that did
little to prevent therevenge pic from posting one of her
worst openings in recent years. Infact, over the last
decade, her only wide release to debut weaker was
1999'sAnna and the King with $5.2M.
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