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======================= (Qver the past decade, the peer review process has seen
frequent changes, many of which were designed to improve the process, including the transition
from blind to open peer review,[@bib2] the introduction of various methods of peer review, such as
video reviews,[@bib3] and a variety of data-tracking software.[@bib4] A number of journals have
experimented with involving non-scientists in peer review, particularly at the editorial board level,
with a view to increasing public engagement. Co-editorial relationships, one of the more novel
innovations introduced at *PLOS Medicine* in 2017 (other than *PLOS Biology*) are a worldwide
collaboration between editorial board members and the editorial staff and aim to provide a way of
moderating all editorial reviews. It is an entirely novel concept because it allows non-scientists to
collaborate in an invitational peer-review process. The editorial board member is invited to provide a
wide-ranging review of the scientific paper; the scientific editor then offers a more specialized
review but with an expectation that the subject area is well understood by the board member. These
reviews are undertaken by highly trained peer reviewers from a variety of disciplines and provide
expert comment. In the event that the peer review process is not successful, the board member
receives an electronic invitation to join the scientific editor in the review of the paper by the
editorial staff. This simple system has evolved over time to encourage the highest standards from
board members, as well as providing the flexibility and expertise of members
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