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eddition. these procedures were not followed, and it would be a simple matter for the police to
conduct a search incident to his arrest. Our holding in Commonwealth v. Enis, supra, was that the
officers were not required to secure a warrant to examine a defendant's clothing where the search
was made at a hospital after defendant was injured and removed from the scene of the crime. In
Commonwealth v. Skaff, supra, the police officer seized the defendant's stereo equipment *80 while
defendant was handcuffed, detained, and awaiting transportation to the police station for booking.
The equipment was seized without a warrant, and we determined that the seizure was not justified
by any emergency exception to the warrant requirement. In contrast to the cases discussed above,
the police officer in the case sub judice detained the appellant without placing him in a police car.
He informed him that he was being detained, and indicated that the traffic stop was over. He then
began an extended period of questioning that extended over an hour. During this time, he kept the
appellant's driver's license in his shirt pocket, where it remained in plain view and was accessible to
the appellant. While the officers were following the procedures outlined in Delaware v. Prouse,
supra, there was no "immmediate apprehension of danger to the public safety" as was found in
Skaff, Enis, or Kish.[1] Officer Ragan testified that "this is a point where I think I should read him
his rights. I've been through this before." He then indicated that he had read the appellant his rights
by handing him the Miranda card. The testimony of the appellant was that this was the first time
that he had been read his rights.[2] At the conclusion of the hour-long interrogation, the officer
informed the appellant that he would be required to submit to a field sobriety test. Since the
appellant was operating a motor vehicle at the time of the accident, there was probable cause to
believe that a criminal offense had been committed. See Simpson v. State, 382 So.2d 1152
(Ala.Cr.App. 1979). The officer had a right to "continue the questioning for further information that
may aid him in establishing the offense, whether he had already obtained the information as a result
of the questioning, or whether the information was obtained independently." United States v.
Satterfield, supra, at 468. There f988f36e3a
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