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stereotypes about insanity were pervasive in 1841 (decidedly more so than in 1929 and the accuracy of the information is arguable). asylum life was understood to be a place of moral and physical rehabilitation. asylums in existence in 1841 were meant to support the pauper. the funding of the state-funded prisons, reformatories, and asylums were to fund
the poor. while most conditions remained largely the same, the asylums that housed patients prior to the reform of 1841 would find themselves in the back of the line for the accreditation process. the state government had three options for funding the state-run asylums. it could extend to the poor and pensioners, it could extend to the non-eligible poor, or it
could take out a private loan on the future. the first two options were simply not viable. under the second option, the government would have to set aside savings to take care of the poor. upon the request of a charity, the state agreed to fund an asylum in 1841. thus, the state government funds were made available to build only the asylum and a small
hospital. each year the state received money from a grant for asylums provided by the fund. thus, the public was able to see that the funding was not equal. however, this was not the only reason the funding was inequitable. private loan companies loaned the state money with conditions on interest. initially, the stated interest was four percent but it
increased with inflation and changed from times to time. the loan was typically in perpetuity and could not be repaid until the loan, if it could be repaid at all, was paid off. thus, as long as the debt remained outstanding, the loan company would retain the money earned.
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