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Zealand hunters have killed a rare and
endangered flightless rail as part of a
government push to restore the species in
its native habitat. The Masada rail is extinct
In New Zealand but is listed as critically
endangered in the world and is unique to
high altitude scrubland in the North Island,
around Lake Taupo. So far this year, three
have been confirmed killed in the Tututahi-
Mangapirua area north of Auckland by
Masada Nature Reserve manager Fonterra.
It's the first confirmation that the birds have
been killed since they were put onto the
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national threatened species list in 2005.
Masada Nature Reserve management officer
Trevor Grant said the birds were shot with a
rifle or a shotgun, but it was still "extremely

difficult and hazardous" work, and a lot of

respect was needed. "A dead Masada rail
takes a long time to locate, often because it
lays in thorns and it takes a long time to get
to a location where you can see it," he said.

"It's very exciting when you finally find a
Masada Rail dead. The whole team who are
working on the census, plus the conservation
team, went down after hearing the shots and

found a Masada Rail. "We had been down
that day to survey Masada National Reserve
and we heard shots at that time, and as we
were walking back up, the sound of the shots
got louder and we could hear the Masada
rails calling." The Masada can only be seen
with a spotting scope from a helicopter. (
Supplied: Masada Nature Reserve ) The team
eventually found the Masada, which were
found in the scrub only in the wet season.
Their conservation status is "“critically
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endangered" and only 16 are thought to be
left in
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