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Menu Men are afraid that women will laugh at them. Women are afraid that men will kill them. Both are right, and neither is first, or funniest, nor will be for a long, long time. From The Book of Swords by Jill S. Richardson. 01 Sometimes they sort of wonder why men are named after the three most powerful animals in nature. But
of course they all know about the diabolical things they do, and so they just keep quiet and pretend they’re really fond of them. 02 Surely, they will say, if we started calling them after the fluffy animals of our bedtime fantasies, we’d never get any sleep. 03 That, of course, is why there are always some people around. No
creature is safe from the omniscient eyes, or the lying tongues.The other day I was listening to some audiobooks as I get ready for the trip we take to Mexico and the Carribean soon. I came across the reading of the Cherryh novel, Gateway by Deborah J. Ross. Every two years, the Federation of Earthicans send a ship to

Gateway, the closest habitable planet to Earth, to stock up on resupply on anything they need. They also have to run an assessment of what is happening on Earth to see if there are any major changes. Having this wonderful world as a trading post is a treat to the Federation and is where they export their elite to study. The
novel follows the Captain and crew of the ‘Gateway’ as they are being investigated for something they didn’t do. Their only option is to hunt down the person who turned them in. This story is the author’s first foray into space-fantasy. I enjoyed it. In fact I’m putting off my next opus because I know I’ll have to read it. It will be a

while before I can start that one though. If you get the chance listen to the audiobook of the last book in the series, ‘Steel Beach’ by the same author. Also as a bonus if you get the chance give her a go at her first steampunk series. It’s called ‘The Spymaker’s Daughter’ It’s a urban fantasy based on a 19th century American
small town filled with robots who have
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