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list.About a month ago, the Ontario government introduced a pair of new data.gc.ca tools to help Ontarians better understand the resources being withdrawn from the province’s oil and gas sector, and how its

driving change. After the update went live at the beginning of October, it has since been adopted by a growing number of Ontario’s municipalities. “I’m impressed by the transparency the government has
brought to this process,” said Declan Meehan, director of the Canadian Centre for Climate Change Law. Titled “Explanatory documents for the motion [Bill] 7,” the updates came in the context of widespread

public interest in the largely private ownership of the province’s oil and gas assets. Ontario Energy Minister Greg Rickford put the idea of selling its oil and gas assets on the table in his throne speech in the fall,
and after much anticipation, the provincial government announced this fall that it will put the proceeds of the sale — estimated to be between $4.6 billion and $5.6 billion — towards investments in solar, wind
and other clean energy sources. To that end, the government’s updated pages, which include reports from the Canadian Energy Regulator, Natural Resources Canada, and the Bank of Canada, will provide a

framework for Ontarians who might want to dig deeper into the numbers as the province moves forward with its sell-off. But for those who want to go beyond the numbers, they’re also publishing the Legislative
Assembly’s reports on the motion, which covers the history of the province’s policy of private ownership of its oil and gas resources, and its need for new sources of revenue to pay for ongoing operations. “This
is the kind of stuff to get a debate going,” Meehan said. He and others believe the province’s decision to do more with less in the world of fossil fuels has changed the nature of the debate, and it’s only fair that

Ontarians get more information on the matter as they discuss the motion, which ultimately deals with the administration of the province�
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