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whether she would agree to an extension in 2016 The European Union could "take
back control" of negotiations with the UK if the government fails to start talks on an
exit deal by this autumn, Theresa May has warned. The prime minister told MPs it
was vital to move towards an agreement by October to allow for an election. But

she admitted she was not willing to agree to a further delay in Brexit negotiations,
or to a two-year transition. Mrs May said she had sought "flexibility" on the issue of
whether the UK should pay for a backstop during an EU-wide election. During the

EU referendum campaign, Vote Leave warned that a British exit from the EU would
leave the UK in "perpetual union". The backstop is an insurance policy to avoid any

return to a hard border in Ireland, which, under EU law, must remain under the
control of the bloc. The prime minister said she was now "open to exploring other
ways" of ensuring the UK's arrangements with the EU would be temporary, and
used by the UK and the EU to negotiate a transitional phase if talks over a final

deal broke down. She said the UK would have "to consider" whether payments to
the EU would be required during an EU-wide election and warned that a continuing

role for the union's institutions "cannot be ruled out". And she repeated that she
was "not willing to agree to a further delay to the negotiation", saying it was

important to leave the EU by the end of October to give MPs a chance to elect a
government, and to give the public a say on "what it is they want in the Brexit

negotiations". But Mrs May refused to say whether she would agree to an
extension to the Article 50 negotiating period agreed at the European Council in
February, saying it was "not something I have said would be agreed". And she

insisted that the UK's intention to leave the EU was "in no way diminished" by the
possibility of a transitional arrangement, saying that the outcome of the vote should
not be "muddied" by "political manoeuvring". Setting out her negotiating position in
a speech on Brexit to the Conservative Party Conference in Birmingham, Mrs May

said: "I am not willing to agree to a second delay, nor to any form of
implementation period. "I am not willing
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